
 
 
 

 
Important Dates and               
        Events 

 
October 10th 
  Picture retakes for 9th-11th grade 
 

October 12th 
��No School – Teacher In-Service 
  Homecoming Dance 
 

October 19th 
  No School – Data Day 
 

October 30 & 31 
  Student Led Conferences 
 

November 5th 
  End of Grading Period 
 

November 12th 
  No School – Veterans Day 
    
November 22rd & 23th 
  Thanksgiving Break- No School 
 

December 20 – January 1 
  No School – Winter Break  
 

January 2  
  First day back from Winter Break 
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Dear MSHF Families, 
   
Autumn Greetings!   
 
Communication with families is a very important aspect of 
student success.  If our students are our customers, then you are the 
experts who can best tell us how to serve their learning needs.  
Your knowledge about their strengths, their challenges, and their 
dreams make your input invaluable to us.  Because of that, you are 
always welcome to visit, to share, to volunteer, to observe, and yes, 
to question.  My expectation is that conversations will never 
interfere with the teaching and learning that needs to happen during 
the school day.  My hope is that we can keep our focus on what is 
best for the student and assume positive intentions of one another.  
If we listen and seek to learn, we can work together to support the 
success of all of our students.  Below are some of the most 
convenient ways to learn more about the Math, Science, Health and 
Fitness Academy and how to be a part of the educational 
conversation. 
 
On-line grades have been increasingly useful for parents as well as 
students as a quick check on progress.  Passwords have been given 
to students, and can also be given directly to parents by calling the 
academy office.  It’s important to remember that grades on-line are 
a momentary snapshot, a lot like going to the cash machine to 
determine what your checking account balance is.   Its accuracy 
depends on whether assignments (checks) have been entered 
(cashed).  It’s a great way to get a snapshot of progress to date. 
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Staff phone extensions and email addresses are posted on 
our web site.  I highly encourage the use of email between 
parents and teachers because it avoids the phone tag 
dilemma that busy people so often encounter.  I also 
appreciate being Ccd on correspondence so that I can keep 
up with what is going on. 
 
It’s not too late for students to purchase a daily planner.  
The cost is $5.00, and the planner is a great place for 
students to note due dates, test dates and daily homework.  
An idea is to require / encourage (depending on what works 
at your house) your child to fill it in daily and daily or 
weekly to can take a look at it.  If nothing is filled in, you 
might email the teacher to initiate that important parent / 
teacher partnership. 
   
Our School Leadership Team meets from 2:30 – 4:00 the 
second Tuesday of each month in our academy Learning 
Lab.  The next meeting is October 16th.  This leadership 
group includes students, parents and staff.  Our meetings are 
authentic work sessions used to improve what we do with 
students.  If you (parents and students) are interested in 
joining or simply attending a meeting or two, you might 
consider coming by to see what it is all about.  Another way 
you can contribute is to email me with input that I can take 
to the meeting.  We also have weekly Teacher Planning 
Team (TPT) meetings from 2:15 – 3:00, and all interested 
parties are welcome to attend as well. 
 
This year’s Student-led Conferences are coming up on 
OCTOBER 30th AND 31st.  Below are three reasons why 
you should attend: 
· 13th Year Plans are mandatory graduation 
requirements for this year’s seniors and all 
underclassmen.  

· Portfolio evidence of skills gained can be monitored 
and explained by students. 

· Student Learning Plans will be explained and 
discussed for students who did not pass portions of the last 
WASL they took.  The purpose of these is to help assure 
continued progress in academic achievement.  

 
Newsletters are sent home with students every two months.  
They also can be found on-line on our web site.  There are 
some fliers and additional information that is often stuffed 
into the hard copy versions that are not uploaded onto the 
electronic version, so encourage your child to bring the 
original home and leave it on the kitchen counter for you! 
 
Once a week phone recordings are made and sent out via 
our auto dialer with the goal of letting people know what’s 
happening.   
 
Our Website has information about PTSA and the Titan 
Advisory Committee (TAC). 
In the event of weather-related school closures, listen to 
your local news or radio stations or check the Federal Way 
Public Schools web site for updates. 
 
Again, I encourage you to come visit us.  You can get a 
visitor’s badge and visit our office, see some classrooms or 
help supervise lunch.  Our campus is diverse and wonderful.  

At first it may seen light years away from your high school 
experience, but it really isn’t.  Kids have the same needs and many 
of the same dreams.  It’s wonderful to witness that, and I invite you 
to take part. 

 
Sincerely, 

Margaret Peterson 
253.945.2775 

mapeters@fwps.org 
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